Soft winter wheat cultivars were infected in the field or in a growth chamber with an inoculum consisting of soilborne wheat mosaic virus (SBWMV) and wheat yellow mosaic virus (WYMV) 
I. INTRODUCTION
Soilborne wheat mosaic virus (SBWMV), which is transmitted by Polymyxa graminis Led. and (DuBE Y et al., 1970 , MODAW I et al., 1982 SAITO, 1979) . Both viruses are transmitted by P. graminis, and possible breakdown of resistance to SBWMV in the presence of WSSMV has been reported for the cultivar Newton (LOMMEL & W ILLIS , 1984 , L OMMEL et al., 1986 .
In a previous study of twelve soft winter wheat cultivars During present investigations, SBWMV concentration in the roots of resistant cultivars did not develop as described in 1983-1984 in another soil containing only SBWMV (L APIERRE et al., 1985) . Under (LARSEN et al., 1985) , leaf symptoms (BOCKUS, 1984 , HUNGER & SHERWOOD, 1985 and leaf virus concentration (HUNGER & S HER -WOOD, 1985) , all of which deal with the final stages of the virus -cycle or of the disease. All field-resistant cultivars tested are susceptible to leaf inoculation (M C K INNEY , 1948 ; L ARSEN et al., 1985) . 
